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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  acting  as  the 

Port  Health  Authority. 

I  submit  for  your  information  and  consideration  my  Report  for 
the  year  1948.  It  is  made  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  which  prescribe  the  duties  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  and  with  Ministry  of  Health  Memorandum  302/S. A.  dated 
December,  1946,  and  Circular  164/48,  dated  15th  October,  1948. 

Constitution  of  the  Port  Health  Authority 

The  Port  was  permanently  constituted  a  Port  Sanitary  Authority 
by  an  order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  dated  21st  September, 
1887,  and  an  amending  order  dated  27th  February,  1909. 

The  Port  Health  Authority  is  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Burgesses 
of  the  Borough,  acting  by  the  Council. 

Ancient  Limits  of  Jurisdiction,  1365-1609 

On  the  26th  April,  1365,  the  Barons  of  Winchelsey  sent  to  the 
Mayor  and  Burgesses  of  Poole  the  Winchelsey  Certificate  which 
clearly  defined  the  maritime  jurisdiction  of  the  port  which  was  known 
in  those  days  as  “  the  Haven  of  the  Pole 

Bernard  Short,  the  Borough  Librarian,  records  :  “  It  is  clear  to 
all  who  read  this  certificate  that  the  people  of  Poole,  in  those  early 
days,  were  keenly  alive  to  their  privileges.  From  time  immemorial, 
down  to  the  passing  of  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act  in  1835,  Poole 
had  always  been  favoured  with  an  exempt  admiralty  jurisdiction,  the 
Mayor  being  Admiral  of  the  Port  and  President  of  the  Admiralty 
Court.” 

In  the  ‘‘booke  of  admyrall  courts”  covering  the  period  1550  to 
1834  there  is  a  record  of  a  court  held  in  1609  at  which  the  jurors 
presented  the  following  statement  of  the  limits  of  Admiralty  jurisdiction 
of  the  Port  :  “  that  the  liberties,  franchises  and  priviledges  of  this 
towne  and  poorte  of  Poole  is  knowne  att  this  daye  and  from  time  to 
time  before  this  days,  whereof  the  memorie  of  man  doth  not  know 
to  the  contrarie,  is  and  begineth  from  a  place  called  Shaggrogg,  alias 
Shaggrocke,  being  about  Russell  poynte,  and  so  goeth  all  alonge  that 
channell  yntili  you  come  to  North  hauen  poynte,  and  from  the  North 
hauen  poynte  as  farre  to  sewaard  as  a  humber  barrell  maie  be  seene 
and  described  in  the  sea.” 

The  ceremony  of  the  ”  Beating  of  the  Water  Bounds  ”  of  the 
Port  is  still  carried  out  with  due  pageantry  by  the  Admiral  of  the 
Port  of  Poole. 


Limits  of  Jurisdiction,  1909 

“The  jurisdiction  of  the  said  Port  Sanitary  Authority  shall 
extend  to  so  much  of  the  said  Port  of  Poole  as  lies  to  the  westward 
of  a  straight  line  drawn  across  the  mouth  of  Poole  Harbour  from 
the  easternmost  point  of  North  Haven  to  the  easternmost  point  of 
South  Haven  ;  together  with  the  waters  of  the  said  port  within 
such  limits,  and  the  place  or  places  for  the  time  being  appointed  as 
the  Customs  Boarding  Station  or  Stations  for  such  part  of  the  said 
Port,  and  every  other  place  for  the  time  being  appointed  for  the 
mooring  or  anchoring  of  ships  for  such  part  of  the  said  Port,  under 
any  regulations  for  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  diseases  issued 
under  the  authority  of  the  statutes  in  that  behalf  ;  and  the  water¬ 
sides  of  the  District  of  the  said  Port  Sanitary  Authority  constituted 
as  aforesaid,  and  the  docks,  basins,  harbours,  creeks,  rivers,  channels, 
roads,  bays  and  streams  belonging  to  that  part  of  the  said  Port  for 
which  such  Authority  is  constituted  as  aforesaid.” 

Poole  Marine  Airport 

On  the  31st  March,  1948,  the  British  Overseas  Airways  Corpora¬ 
tion  began  to  operate  its  new  flying  boat  base  at  Southampton  and  the 
airport  at  Poole  Harbour  was  closed  down.  Up  to  this  date  the  Port 
Medical  Staff  had  met  all  incoming  flying  boats  and  carried  out  the 
medical  inspection  of  passengers  and  crew  and  their  duties  under 
the  Aliens  Order  of  1920.  The  daily  service  necessitated  irregular 
hours  of  work  and  weekend  duty.  On  the  1st  December,  1945,  the 
Port  Sanitary  Regulations,  1933,  as  amended  by  the  Port  Health 
Regulations,  1945,  came  into  operation.  The  new  Regulations  made 
no  fundamental  change  in  the  procedure  of  Port  Health  Authorities, 
but  certain  amendments  were  made  which  reinforce  the  powers  of  the 
Port  Medical  Officer  in  dealing  with  the  Convention  diseases. 

In  the  eight  and  a  half  years  that  Poole  was  the  Marine  Airport 
of  the  B.O.A.C.,  2,194  flying  boats  arrived,  carrying  50,691  persons 
from  all  parts  of  the  world. 

Poole  Harbour  is  a  yachtsman’s  paradise  and  while  it  was  recog¬ 
nised  that  its  use  as  an  airport  was  essential  in  the  national  interests, 
the  yachting  fraternity  did  not  accept  without  comment  its  inter¬ 
ference  with  their  activities,  and  the  departure  of  the  flying  boats 
was  not  regretted.  Many  of  the  residents  on  the  harbour  shores 
were  relieved  at  the  absence  of  the  noise  of  low  flying  aircraft  engaged 
on  night  flying  practice  and  the  early  morning  revving  of  the  four 
engined  planes,  warming  up  before  taking  off. 

The  presence  of  the  marine  airport  in  Poole  had,  however,  one 
great  advantage  ;  the  magnificent  harbour  so  generously  endowed 
with  natural  beauty  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  thousands  of  people 
from  all  parts  of  the  world. 
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I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  staff  of  British 
Overseas  Airways  Corporation  for  their  willing  helpfulness  and 
courtesy  during  the  eight  and  a  half  years  that  Poole  was  their  flying 
boat  base.  I  would  like  also  to  thank  my  colleagues  the  Immigration 
Officers,  Customs  Officers  and  the  Harbour  Master  for  their  ready 
co-operation  with  the  Port  Medical  Officers  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties. 


Poole  Seaport 

During  1948,  238  foreign  craft  with  a  tonnage  of  21,362  entered 
the  Port  compared  with  158  with  a  tonnage  of  14,900  in  1947.  There 
was  a  slight  increase  in  the  coastwise  traffic,  743  vessels  with  a  tonnage 
of  218,975,  compared  with  692  vessels  with  a  tonnage  of  192,712  in 
1947.  I  wish  to  thank  the  Port  Health  Inspector  and  his  Deputy  for 
their  assistance  during  the  year. 


July,  1949. 


Yours  faithfully, 

GEORGE  CHESNEY, 

Port  Medical  Officer. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PORT  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
AND  MEDICAL  INSPECTOR  OF  ALIENS  FOR  THE  YEAR 

1948 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Borough  of  Poole  is  also 
Port  Medical  Officer  of  Poole,  and  Medical  Inspector  of  Aliens  under  the 
Aliens  Order,  1920.  He  has  had  experience  in  the  “  Convention  ” 
diseases  in  India,  Burma  and  the  Far  East,  and  holds  the  Certificate  of 
the  London  School  of  Tropical  Medicine  and  Hygiene.  He  is  assisted 
by  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  is  Deputy  Port  Medical 
Officer  and  a  Medical  inspector  of  Aliens.  The  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector  of  the  Borough  is  Port  Health  Inspector,  and  is  assisted 
by  the  Deputy  Port  Health  Inspector.  Close  co-operation  exists 
between  the  officers  of  H.M.  Customs,  the  Immigration  Officers, 
the  Harbour  Master  and  the  Port  Medical  Officers. 


POOLE  MARINE  AIRPORT 

Soon  after  the  outbreak  of  war  in  September,  1939,  Imperial 
Airways  —  now  British  Overseas  Airways  Corporation  — transferred 
for  reasons  of  security  its  flying  boat  operations  to  Poole*,  which  became 
the  only  marine  terminal  in  Britain  for  passenger  services  covering 
practically  the  whole  world.  The  port  played  an  important  part 
in  the  development  of  the  vast  network  of  flying  boat  services  which 
covered  Africa  and  the  Middle  and  Far  East  during  the  war  and  the 
post-war  years  and  earned  for  Poole  the  title  of  England’s  premier 
marine  airport. 

On  the  31st  March,  1948,  the  Airways  Corporation  moved  its 
marine  terminal  back  to  Southampton  ;  by  so  doing  there  was  a 
saving  of  about  an  hour  in  the  journey  to  London,  the  aircraft  were 
nearer  to  their  maintenance  depot  and  the  operational  costs  were 
reduced. 

During  the  period  September,  1939,  to  March,  1948,  2,194  air¬ 
craft  and  over  50,000  persons  arrived  at  Poole  Harbour.  The  yearly 
details  are  given  in  the  following  table  : — 
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Year 

No.  of 
Aircraft 

No.  of 
Crew 

British 

Passengers 

Alien 

Passengers 

Total  number 
of  Passengers 
and  Crew 

1939 

15 

105 

307 

39 

451 

1940 

177 

1239 

1693 

343 

3275 

1941 

125 

875 

422 

292 

1589 

1942 

129 

1027 

1681 

1  191 

3899 

1943 

229 

1915 

2760 

1681 

6306 

1944 

170 

1309 

1620 

387 

3316 

1945 

463 

3513 

7271 

857 

1  1641 

1946 

373 

2781 

5258 

578 

8617 

1947 

401 

3027 

5882 

598 

9507 

1948 

1  12 

867 

1  102 

121 

2090 

2194 

16658 

27996 

6037 

50691 

Port  Medical  Inspection 

The  arrangements'  for  the  medical  inspection  of  incoming 
passengers  while  Poole  was  used  as  a  Marine  Airport  were  fully 
described  in  my  Report  for  1947. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  during  these  eight  and  a  half  years  when 
over  50,000  persons  passed  through  the  Port  Medical  Control,  many 
of  them  refugees  from  enemy  occupied  territories  and  military 
prisoners  of  war,  no  case  of  the  Convention  diseases  was  admitted 
to  this  country  through  the  Poole  Airport,  though  many  of  the 
arrivals  came  from  countries  where  smallpox,  typhus,  cholera  and 
plague  were  endemic  and  at  times  epidemic.  This  good  fortune  is 
all  the  more  striking  in  view  of  the  speed  of  aerial  transport  whereby 
persons  arrived  in  Poole  well  within  the  incubation  period  of  these 
diseases.  The  Port  Medical  Officers  were  constantly  vigilant  and 
any  suspected  cases  were  carefully  examined  and  the  necessary 
precautionary  measures  taken. 

During  the  three  months  of  1948  before  the  transfer  of  the 
base  to  Southampton  1 12  flying  boats  arrived  at  the  airport.  The 
majority  of  these  were  on  the  Australia  and  Far  East  service,  the 
route  being  from  Hong  Kong  to  Bangkok  and  Rangoon,  and  from 
Sydney  to  Darwin,  Sourabaya,  Singapore  and  Rangoon,  thence  to 
Poole  via  Calcutta,  Karachi,  Bahrein,  Basra,  Cairo,  Augusta  and 
Marseilles.  The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  the  arrivals  : 


Sydney  to  Poole . 

...  42 

Bahrein  to  Poole . 

...  38 

Hong  Kong  to  Poole 

...  28 

Durban  to  Poole 

...  2 

Marseilles  to  Poole 

...  2 
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Of  the  2,090  arrivals  121  were  aliens.  Reference  by  the  Im¬ 
migration  Officer  to  the  Medical  Inspector  of  Aliens  was  not  necessary 
in  any  case,  and  no  certificates  were  required  to  be  issued  under 
the  Aliens  Order  of  1920.  Five  persons  were  found  to  be  ill  on  arrival. 
Of  these,  three  were  admitted  to  hospital  and  two  were  allowed  to 
proceed  to  their  destination  with  instructions  to  report  to  their 
family  doctor,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  district  being 
informed. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  Aircraft 

In  1947  an  extensive  investigation  of  the  condition  of  water 
supplies  of  aircraft  entering  and  leaving  Poole  Airport  was  carried 
out  by  the  Port  Health  Inspectors.  A  report  of  the  conditions 
found  and  of  the  steps  taken  to  secure  improvement  was  given  in 
the  Annual  Report  for  1947.  During  the  first  three  months  of  1948 
nine  inspections  of  aircraft  were  carried  out  by  the  Port  Health 
Inspector  and  his  Deputy  to  check  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the 
aircraft.  Particular  attention  was  paid  to  water  supply,  food  storage 
and  sanitary  accommodation  and  a  search  was  made  for  any  evidence 
of  rats,  mosquitos,  etc.  In  no  instance  was  there  evidence  of  rats  on 
board  and  no  report  of  the  presence  of  rats  was  received. 

Regarding  water  supplies,  action  was  concentrated  on  securing 
the  sterilisation  of  water  tanks  and  containers  of  aircraft  operating 
from  Poole.  13  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  outgoing  air¬ 
craft  ;  of  these,  9  were  satisfactory  and  4  showed  evidence  of  con¬ 
tamination  of  faecal  origin.  All  but  one  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples 
were  from  vacuum  flasks,  a  type  of  container  which  proved  very 
difficult  to  sterilize  and  the  B.O.A.C.  were  advised  to  obtain  flasks 
of  a  type  designed  for  easy  and  effective  sterilization. 

Wartime  Incidents 

During  the  war  and  in  the  years  immediately  following,  in  the 
interests  of  national  security,  no  reference  in  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Port  Medical  Officer  could  be  made  to  many  items  of  interest 
in  connection  with  the  medical  work  at  the  Airport.  As  security 
censorship  need  no  longer  muzzle  the  writer  it  may  be  of  interest 
to  relate  some  of  the  highlights  of  the  otherwise  routine  work  of 
Port  Medical  Inspection. 

Early  on  June  5th,  1943,  it  was  whispered  that  the  Prime  Minister 
was  arriving  that  day  from  Gibraltar  by  Boeing  Flying  Boat.  The 
Boeing  did  not  come,  yet  the  Prime  Minister  arrived  in  London 
that  afternoon.  Early  the  following  morning  his  Military  Secretary, 
General  Sir  Hastings  Ismay  and  Staff  arrived  in  Poole  in  the  Boeing 
flying  boat  “  Bristol  ”  under  conditions  of  secrecy  and  official 
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reticence.  Later  in  the  day  it  was  learnt  that  a  flying  boat  had  been 
shot  down  on  its  way  from  Lisbon  to  this  country  and  that  the 
popular  actor,  Leslie  Howard,  had  been  lost.  It  would  appear  that 
the  Luftwaffe  knew  that  the  Prime  Minister  was  in  North  Africa 
attending  a  conference  with  General  Eisenhower  and  was  due  back, 
but  shot  down  the  wrong  plane  ! 

At  the  close  of  the  1943  Quebec  Conference  a  very  precious 
“  load  ”  arrived.  On  the  29th  August,  the  Boeing  flying  boat 
“  Bangor  ”  came  into  sight  over  Poole  Harbour  accompanied  by  a 
strong  escort  of  fighters.  The  plane  was  met  at  its  moorings  and  the 
writer  was  surprised  to  find  that  the  passengers  were  Mr.  Anthony 
Eden,  the  Foreign  Secretary  ;  General  Sir  Alan  Brooke,  Chief  of  the 
Imperial  General  Staff ;  Admiral  Sir  Dudley  Pound,  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  Air  Chief  Marshal  Sir  Charles  Portal,  Chief  of  Staff  of 
the  R.A.F.  ;  and  Lord  Louis  Mountbatten,  Chief  of  Combined  Opera¬ 
tions.  What  a  catastrophe  for  this  country  had  this  plane  been 
intercepted  on  its  way  from  Quebec  !  The  German  airmen  missed 
some  Iron  Crosses  that  day. 

The  Port  Medical  Staff  at  times  suspected  that  some  of  the  strange 
people  passing  through  their  hands  during  the  war  were  engaged  in 
Secret  Service.  On  one  occasion  a  passenger  who  looked  tired  and 
dishevelled  was  called  to  the  medical  inspection  table.  He  did  not 
respond  and  it  was  only  when  his  name  was  called  the  third  time 
that  a  look  of  enlightenment  came  over  his  face  and  he  realised  that 
his  name,  as  far  as  this  trip  was  concerned,  had  been  called  out. 

The  more  grim  aspects  of  war  were  emphasised  by  the  execution 
of  two  German  spies  who  entered  the  country  through  the  Poole 
Airport. 

On  the  16th  July,  1943,  a  foreigner  named  Neukermans,  who 
declared  he  was  a  Belgian  who  had  escaped  from  occupied  territory, 
arrived  from  Lisbon  and  passed  through  medical  inspection.  For 
reasons  best  known  to  themselves  he  came  under  the  observation 
of  the  Security  Officers  and  in  due  course  was  arrested  and  charged 
under  the  Treachery  Act  at  the  Old  Bailey.  He  was  executed  as  a 
German  spy  at  Wormwood  Scrubs  Prison  on  the  23rd  June,  1944. 

.On  the  1st  November,  1943,  Oswald  Job,  who  had  lived  in  Paris 
since  1911,  the  son  of  German  parents,  left  Lisbon  by  flying  boat  for 
Poole.  He  had  travelled  from  France  through  Spain  and  Portugal, 
posing  as  a  refugee  from  enemy  territory.  He  passed  through  medical 
inspection  and  came  under  the  observation  of  the  ever  vigilant 
Security  Officers.  When  ultimately  arrested,  he  was  found  to  have 
invisible  ink  hidden  in  keys.  He,  too,  was  convicted  of  espionage 
and  executed  at  Pentonville  on  the  16th  March,  1944. 

Another  interesting  spy  was  a  beautiful  blonde  who  arrived 
with  an  officer  friend  from  Alexandria.  He  had  been  surprised  at  the 


ease  with  which  a  passport  had  been  obtained  for  her  in  Egypt,  but 
was  even  more  surprised  when  on  arrival  in  this  country  he  was 
cross-questioned  by  the  Security  Officers  and  she  was  arrested. 
What  happened  to  him  is  not  known. 

In  September,  1945,  the  first  ex-prisoners  of  war  of  the  Japanese 
returned  to  Britain  arrived  in  Poole  ;  the  majority  were  in  fairly 
good  physical  condition  considering  their  long  period  of  internment 
and  very  unsatisfactory  conditions  under  which  they  had  existed. 

Poole  had  many  air  attacks,  two  night  attacks  being  particularly 
heavy  and  concentrated  on  the  Harbour  ;  little  damage  was  done. 
During  one  night  raid  a  German  bomber  sank  a  Catalina  flying  boat 
at  its  moorings.  The  raiding  plane  however  paid  the  price  for  its 
attack  as  a  few  minutes  later  it  was  shot  down  by  anti-aircraft  fire 
from  ships  in  the  port. 

POOLE  SEAPORT 

Poole  is  chiefly  a  cargo  port,  the  majority  of  the  vessels  being 
engaged  in  the  coastal  transport  of  coal,  oil  and  petrol,  though  there 
is  also  a  small  but  regular  traffic  in  timber  from  continental  countries. 
Duringthe  summer  the  port  isthe  base  for  pleasure  steamers  operating 
between  the  local  seaside  resorts  but  this  is  the  only  passenger 
traffic.  Fishing  is  still  carried  on  from  the  port,  though  only  during 
the  sprat  season  are  landings  heavy.  The  harbour  is  one  of  the  great 
yachting  centres  of  Britain,  and  the  building,  servicing  and  repair 
of  yachts  and  other  boats  is  one  of  the  industries  of  the  port. 

The  public  quay  accommodation  consists  of  3,000  feet  frontage, 
i.e.,  Hamworthy  Quay  500ft.  at  1 5ft.,  low  water  ordinary  tide 

Town  Quay  1 000ft.  at  16ft.  ,,  „  „  ,, 

1 000ft.  at  15  to  I  Oft.  „  ,,  ,, 

500ft.  shallow  berthing  (for  yachts) 

There  are  also  some  2,500  feet  of  private  wharves.  Ships  drawing 
16  feet  can  enter  the  port  at  high  tides. 

All  the  public  quays  are  serviced  by  railways.  Unloading  equip¬ 
ment  consists  of  one  3-ton  electric  crane  belonging  to  the  Harbour 
Commissioners  and  two  electric  cranes,  two  steam  cranes  and  three 
transporters  belonging  to  private  firms. 


Amount  of  Shipping  Entering  the  Port  during  the  Year  1948 

Table  A 


1 1 


Includes  mechanically  propelled  vessels  other  than  steamers 


2 

II.  Character  of  Trade  of  Port 

(a)  There  are  no  regular  passenger  services  with  other  countries 
and  the  return  for  Table  B  (passenger  traffic)  is  therefore  “nil”. 
During  the  summer  passenger  services  are  maintained  between 
Poole,  Bournemouth,  Isle  of  Wight,  Swanage  and  Weymouth. 

(b)  Cargo  Traffic  —  Imports  from  abroad  were  chiefly  timber 
and  basic  slag.  The  only  exports  were  china  clay.  Coastal  traffic  was 
chiefly  in  coal,  oil,  fertilisers  and  general  cargo. 

(c)  The  chief  ports  and  places  from  which  vessels  arrive  are  : 
Hamburg,  Antwerp,  Rotterdam,  Jersey  and  the  Swedish  Ports. 

III.  Water  Supply 

The  water  supply  for  the  port  and  shipping  is  that  from  the 
town  mains.  This  is  a  softened,  filtered  and  chlorinated  water  of 
high  bacterial  purity.  The  supply  was  sampled  every  two  or  three 
days  throughout  the  year  and  every  sample  was  reported  as  Class  I  — 
highly  satisfactory.  The  water  supply  is  delivered  direct  to  ships  from 
the  mains  on  the  Quay.  One  private  water  boat  was  in  use  in  the 
harbour  during  the  summer  months  for  the  supply  of  water  to  small 
yachts.  Two  samples  of  the  supply  from  this  boat  were  taken  during 
the  season  and  both  were  reported  as  Class  I  —  highly  satisfactory. 

IV.  Port  Health  Regulations,  1933  and  1945 

(1)  Declarations  of  Health. 

Supplies  of  the  standard  Declaration  Forms  are  issued  to  the 
Harbour  Master,  the  Customs  Officers  and  the  Pilots’  Office.  These 
are  given  by  the  first  of  these  officers  boarding  ships  to  the  Masters 
of  ships  on  arrival  within  the  harbour  and  returned  to  the  Boarding 
Officer  of  the  Customs,  who  forwards  them  immediately  to  the  Port 
Medical  Officer. 

(2)  Boarding  of  Vessels  on  arrival." 

Vessels  are  boarded  upon  arrival  by  H.M.  Customs  Officers  and 
arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  Boarding  Officer  to  contact 
the  Port  Medical  Officer  immediately  by  ’phone  in  the  case  of  inward 
vessels  requiring  special  or  immediate  attention. 

(3)  Notifications  of  all  ships  arriving  in  the  harbour  are  collected 
daily  from  the  Harbour  Master’s  Office  for  the  use  of  the  Port  Medical 
Officer  and  the  Port  Health  Inspectors. 

(4)  Mooring  Stations. 

A  mooring  station  has  been  established  at  a  point  in  the  main 
channel,  half  way  between  Parkstone  Shoal  Light  Buoy  and  Stakes 
Buoy,  just  clear  of  shipping.  If  so  directed  by  the  Port  Medical 
Officer,  the  Southern  end  of  the  New  Quay,  Hamworthy,  can  be 
used  also. 
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14. 


(5)  Detention  of  Ships  and  Persons. 

There  are  no  standing  exemptions  from  the  provisions  of  Article 


(6)  Occasion  has  not  arisen  for  the  application  of  Article  16 
(Restriction  on  boarding  or  leaving  ships  not  free  from  control). 

(7)  Arrangements  for  Medical  Inspections,  Hospital  Accommo¬ 
dation,  Disinfection,  etc. 

(a)  Special  premises  for  medical  examinations  have  not 
been  provided  at  the  seaport.  Medical  inspection  rooms  and 
waiting  rooms,  etc.,  are,  however,  available  at  all  times  at  the 
Local  Authority’s  Clinic  close  to  the  Quay. 

(b)  The  cleansing  and  disinfection  facilities  (including 
steam  disinfection  and  cleansing  stations)  of  the  Local  Authority 
are  available  to  the  Port  Health  Authority  at  all  times  for  the 
cleansing  and  disinfection  of  ships,  persons  and  clothing,  and 
other  articles. 

(c)  Temporary  accommodation  of  persons  for  whom  such 
accommodation  is  required  for  the  purposes  of  the  Regulations 
is  available  at  the  Alderney  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

(d)  Hospital  accommodation  is  reserved  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital  at  Arne,  Dorset,  for  cases  of  Smallpox.  Other 
infectious  diseases  are  treated  at  the  Alderney  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital,  Poole. 

(e)  The  full-time  Ambulance  Service  of  the  Local  Health 
Authority  (Dorset  County  Council)  is  also  available  at  all  times. 

(f)  Supervision  of  contacts.  Infectious  diseases  contacts 
proceeding  home  are  provided  with  notification  postcards  for 
use  if  required  and  immediate  notification  sent  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  the  district  to  which  they  are  proceeding. 

(8)  and  (9)  Facilities  for  Bacteriological  Examinations. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Poole,  provides  facilities  for 
routine  and  special  bacteriological  and  pathological  examinations, 
including  the  examination  of  rats  for  plague. 

(10)  Venereal  Diseases. 

Facilities  for  diagnosis  and  treatment  for  seamen  suffering  from 
Venereal  Diseases  are  provided  at  two  clinics,  as  follows  : — 
Cornelia  Hospital,  Longfleet  Road,  Poole — Fridays,  5  p.m. 
Victoria  and  West  Hants  Hospital,  Shelley  Road,  Boscombe — 
Wednesdays  and  Saturdays,  4  p.m. 

Printed  notices  are  made  available  for  crews  and  display  notices 
are  also  exhibited  in  suitable  places  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Port. 
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(11)  Arrangement  for  Interment  of  Dead. 

Removal  to  Town  Mortuary,  where  action  is  taken  to  secure 
burial. 

(12)  Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  on  Vessels. 

No  cases  of  infectious  sickness  were  landed  from  vessels  during 
the  year  and  no  cases  occurred  of  a  vessel  having  infectious  sickness 
on  board  during  a  voyage  to  the  Port.  Tables  C  and  D  are  therefore 
omitted. 

V.  Measures  against  Rodents 

Poole  is  not  an  “  Approved  Port  ”  for  the  issue  of  Deratisation 
and  Deratisation  Exemption  Certificates.  The  Rodent  Control  Staff 
(Rodent  Officer  and  three  Operatives)  of  the  Local  Authority  are 
available  for  work  in  the  Port  and  all  warehouses,  etc.,  in  the  Port 
are  included  in  the  area  of  the  Local  Authority’s  rodent  control 
scheme. 

Measures  taken  in  ships 

Masters  and  crew  are  interrogated  and  crew’s  quarters,  etc., 
examined  for  evidence  of  rats  during  routine  inspections  of  ships  by 
Port  Health  Inspectors.  Where  evidence  is  found  or  suspected, 
detailed  examinations  are  made  by  the  Rodent  Officer  and  derat¬ 
isation  carried  out  by  him.  Methods  used  for  small  infestations  are 
trapping  and  baiting  (Ministry  of  Food  systems).  Fumigation  by 
sulphur  dioxide  can  also  be  carried  out  in  small  infestations,  but  large 
scale  fumigations  would  be  carried  out  by  arrangement  with  fumiga¬ 
tion  specialist  firms  from  or  at  Southampton. 

During  inspections  ships’  deratisation  or  deratisation  exemption 
certificates  are  examined  as  a  matter  of  routine.  On  13  occasions 
these  certificates  were  found  to  be  out  of  date.  As  Poole  is  not  an 
“  Approved  Port  ”  Masters  could  only  be  reminded  that  they  must 
get  their  certificates  renewed  at  the  first  “  Approved  Port  ”  called  at. 

No  serious  infestations  of  rats  were  found  on  ships  inspected 
in  the  port  during  the  year. 

Measures  taken  on  shore 

Warehouses,  etc.,  in  the  port  area  are  surveyed  yearly  by 
the  Rodent  Control  Staff  of  the  Local  Authority  under  their  block 
control  scheme  and  all  infestations  found  dealt  with.  Methods  used 
include  trapping,  baiting  (Ministry  of  Food  system)  and  gassing.  Many 
of  the  warehouses  in  the  Quay  area  are  very  old  and  difficult  to  rat- 
proof,  but  rat-proofing  of  premises,  such  as  flour  mills  and  grain 
stores,  found  to  be  subject  to  rat  infestation,  is  an  essential  part  of 
the  block  control  system  in  force  in  the  district. 


15 


k. 

cd 

« 

>s 


bo 

c 

IH 

k. 

3 

“O 

73 

<U 

X 

o 

k. 

■M 

V) 

0) 

73 

V) 

4J 

cd 

a: 


V) 

C 

k. 

3 

■M 

cy 


u 

<y 

M 

3 

O 

s: 

<D 

k. 

cd 

£ 

"O 

3 

cd 


•K 

v> 

d> 

> 

’£ 

k 

cd 

JZ 

u. 

« 

£ 

k. 

cd 

•*. 

in 

^ _ s 

X 

73 

cd 

<D 

3 

+J 

•  mm 

0 

C 

#s 

c 

in 

«Sd 

u 

0 

I 

O 

73 

c 

C 

cd 

O 

•v 

LLi 

U. 

V> 

4) 

0) 

.3 

X) 

(d 

cd 

h“ 

h- 

Total 

in 

Year 

O  O  1 
to  hv  l 

I  1 

Dec. 

1 

|i 

1 

Nov. 

8 

1 

k  1 

Oct. 

8°  | 

1 

Sept. 

4 

1 

Aug. 

1 

July 

1 

June 

IS 

X 

o 

5 

J 

1 

April 

I 

1  1 

• 

O 

5 

i  ° 

1  1 

Feb. 

1 

1 

Jan. 

2  || 

1 

Number  of  Rats 

Black 

Brown 

Species  not  recorded  ... 
Examined 

Infected  with  Plague  ... 

16 

VI.  Hygiene  of  Crews*  Spaces 

Table  J.  Classification  of  Nuisances 


Nationality 
of  Vessel 

Number 
inspected 
during  year 

Defects  of 
original 
construction 

Structural 
defects  through 
wear  and  tear 

Dirt,  vermin 
and  other 
conditions 
prejudicial 
to  health 

British 

31 

1 

3 

1 

Other  Nations 

54 

— 

1 

3 

VII.  Food  Inspection 

(!)  Apart  from  potatoes  from  the  Channel  Islands  there  were 
no  imports  of  foodstuffs. 

(2)  Shell-fish —No  oysters  are  being  dredged  in  the  Harbour. 
Mussels  are  practically  extinct.  Small  quantities  of  cockles  continue 
to  be  taken.  During  the  year  7  sample  batches  of  cockles  were  taken 
from  different  parts  of  the  Harbour  for  bacteriological  examination 
in  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Poole.  Each  batch  consisted  of  from 
6  to  9  cockles.  In  one  batch,  5  out  of  9  cockles  were  positive  to 
faecal  coli,  the  other  six  batches  were  negative  to  faecal  coli  in  all 
cockles.  No  organisms  of  the  salmonella  group  were  isolated.  After 
cooking  (boiling  for  two  minutes)  all  cockles  were  negative  to 
presumptive  coli. 


VIII.  Pollution  of  the  Harbour 

In  January,  1948,  the  Chief  Fishery  Officer  of  the  Southern 
Sea  Fisheries  District  reported  to  the  Port  Medical  Officer  that 
numbers  of  dead  and  dying  fish  had  been  observed  at  intervals  in  a 
backwater  of  the  Harbour.  Three  samples  of  harbour  water  were 
taken.  Two  of  the  samples,  taken  from  the  vicinity  of  a  chemical 
factory,  were  reported  by  the  Public  Analyst  to  contain  0.75  and 
0.5  parts  per  million  of  Hydrocyanic  Acid  respectively.  The  matter 
was  taken  up  immediately  by  the  Port  Health  Authority  with  the 
firm  concerned  and  an  assurance  was  given  that  in  future  any  residual 
cyanides  would  be  completely  destroyed  by  chemical  means.  Since 
then  no  further  trouble  has  been  experienced  and  6  further  samples 
taken  during  the  year  were  free  from  any  poisonous  substances. 
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